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more prosperous and more enlightened than when they left.
During the five years 1900-1905 no fewer than 93,253 in-
liabitante of tho province of Posen migrated, and the vast
majority wore Poles.
Not long ago Prince Biilow stated in a moment of optimism
that it was safe for any one to " put his money on the racehorse
of Polish policy." But it is a characteristic of Prince Biilow,
and perhaps tho characteristic is one of the chief explanations of
MB success as a statesman, that he has never taken difficulties
tragically. A loading journal responded to his challenge in a
diftbront mood. " The present Polish policy," it said, " began
in tho year 188(5, and the fruit which we have reaped so far from
tho sootl then sown has been a crop of weeds. When Germanism
is receding more and more, when Upper Silesia is falling into
tho hands of tho Radical-Polish party, when in spite of all
Bottlomonte in Posen and "West Prussia the net result is a loss
of Gorman properties to the Poles to the extent of 125,000 acres,
can it Btill bo expected that we should have confidence and wait
patiently for * fruits' ? No, we can join no paeans of jubilation
ou this score."
But the Prussian Government implicitly admitted failure
by tho proposal made towards the close of the year 1907 to
compuftorily expropriate Polish proprietors in the two settled
provinces whore land cannot be acquired by voluntary contract.
Tho Polish owners henceforth are not to be allowed to sell if
they like, but they must sell if the Government likes, and not
only so, but tho buyer, the Land Commission, is to be able to
fix the price. "We intend," said Prince Biilow, "that the
Polislx Imulocl proprietors shall be compelled in the national
interest to place their land at the disposal of the State." That it
in really to tho national interest that tho Poles should be harried
from their estates and homos is taken for granted, though the
proponed measure has excited alarm and reprobation in German
eireloB of undeniable integrity and as warmly opposed to the
Poll nil national movement as Prince Biilow himself.
CoiupulBory expropriation aimed at one particular race, and that
race part of the Prussian State, can with difficulty be reconciled
with tho provision of the constitution which declares property to
l>e " inviolable," but it is characteristic of the anti-Polish party
that constitutional and political scruples do not in the least